. Only in two cases (cases 6 and 8) neuronal reduction was moderate. (cases 8, 9 and 11 -9.7% ). Neuronal depopu lation was observed in the dorso-medial (three times), posterior-lateral (twice) and centro-medial (once) nuclei, the left thalamus being affected twice and the right thalamus once (Fig. 4) . In cases 8 and 9, neuronal reduction was partial; in case 18 it is known that the cerebral infarcts in chronic chagasic cardiopathy result from parietal thrombosis from the left heart. The absence at necropsy, of intra-cardiac thrombosis in most cases of cerebral infarcts in this series can be explained by their breaking off 18 or by organization and absorption into the endocardium 26 .
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